IY. The existence and site of muscular tremors should be observed and noted. If fine tremors of the muscles of the trunk, ;the limbs, or the face are observed, there is a probability of a disorder of the nervous mechanism of the heart of the nature of Graves's disease.
Y. The clothing being removed, the chest is of course to be examined by the ordinary means of physical diagnosis.
In regard to the nervous disorders of the heart, the most important points are the determination and the significance of dilatation of the heart, and the characters and diagnostic indications of a systolij murmur heard at or near the apex. Extreme dilatation of the heart may occur from causes affecting the nervous elements, such as neuritis of the vagi, and jet the normal conditions may return in the course of a fortnight. The bulk of the heart in some cases varies considerably in the course of twenty-four hours.
A systolic murmur heard at or near the ape 2 of the heart is sometimes erroneously interpreted as the index of structural disease. realise that these may be disturbed, and may continue so disarranged for protracted periods, the effect of such disarrangement being a slight mitral reflex, harmless and transitory, or abnormal vibration communicated to certain portions of the structure. Whatever the proximate cause, the ultimate is a disturbance of the nervous mechanism of the heart. My object has been to urge the importance of an investigation into the nervous condition of the heart which should go pan' passu with the use of the ordinary means of physical diagnosis.
